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Public Defender Issues a Statement Regarding the Protest Rally by the Patriarchate Building 
Today, participants of the protest demonstration that was being held by the patriarchate building in protest of the opinions expressed by the Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia in his Christmas epistle were physically assaulted by the participants of the simultaneous protest demonstration, who tore down their banners and demonstrated physical violence. According to the information from mass media sources, law enforcement bodies arrested four individuals.  
Representatives of Public Defender were personally present at the protest demonstration and the obtained information is being analyzed at the moment.  
The Public Defender of Georgia regards it unacceptable to limit the right to assembly and expression through violence, even when it is conducted by private individuals. Unfortunately, discriminative attitude that exist in the society has once again become the grounds for violent actions committed in hatred. 
It is the positive obligation of the state to protect peaceful demonstrators from third party violence. It is essential that in this type of cases the state carries out timely and effective actions to eliminate and prevent physical assaults, as well as other types of violence.  Public Defender regards that it is essential to reveal and prosecute each and every perpetrator. Adequate prosecution of the perpetrators is the essential means for the prevention of similar cases and serves as a guarantee for human right protection. Mass media sources have dispersed video footage and photos featuring the violations, which allow identification of perpetrators. Relevant entities should undoubtedly take adequate steps in response.    
The Public Defender of Georgia continues studying the events that took place during the demonstration by the patriarchate building, including monitoring of the proceedings of the cases of the individuals arrested by the law enforcement entities.  
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